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FIRM CELEBRATES 25TH ANNIVERSARY & TOPS ENR 500  
Borton-Lawson recognizes silver anniversary with national award 

WILKES-BARRE, Pennsylvania (May 29th 2013) – Borton-Lawson, a full-service 
architectural and engineering design firm founded and headquartered in Wilkes-Barre, PA, marks a 
major milestone this year, celebrating its 25th anniversary with a prestigious ranking on Engineering 
News Record (ENR) magazine’s Top 500 Design Firms List, ranking 444. 
 
What began as Borton Engineering Associates, Inc., a two-man engineering firm, employing 
Christopher L. Borton, PE and Thomas E. Lawson, PE, PLS, has blossomed into a Top 500 firm 
with 16 stockholders. The Borton-Lawson team now tackles projects involving bridges, roads and 
highways, flood control, office buildings, factory automation, power plants, oil and gas, hospitals 
and health clinics, schools and universities, parks, environmental remediation, and energy audits.  
 
The legal name of the firm changed to Borton-Lawson Engineering, Inc. in 1992, and in 2000, 
Borton-Lawson expanded geographically, opening an office in the Lehigh Valley. Since, the firm 
has continued to grow, establishing office locations in State College and Pittsburgh.  
 
“The evolution of technology has dramatically changed the engineering industry in the last 25 years; 
clients are much more focused on energy efficiency, innovative design, and reduced construction 
costs. Therefore, they want a firm that will consistently deliver,” stated Christopher Borton, PE, 
CEO, Borton-Lawson. “Our dedicated professionals provide clients with the sought after value-
based solutions, while reducing costs on each project. The dedication of our people has played a 
lead role in Borton-Lawson’s 25 years of success,” said Borton.  
 
In the past 25 years, Borton-Lawson has grown to employ more than 165 professionals across the 
state of Pennsylvania. This growth is directly linked to the talent of the Leadership Team in many 
niche markets and industries. This includes work in the private and public sectors, as well as 
projects in the Marcellus Shale.  
 
PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT 
Borton-Lawson has been on the cutting edge of green, Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED), and sustainable design projects. Using recycled materials, natural features, and 
power-saving technology, Borton-Lawson has been able to reduce energy consumption and achieve 
LEED ratings within client budgets.  
 
Notable projects include: the Gesinger Buckhorn Office Building*, a LEED-Certified Office 
Building; the Pine Street Smart Growth Development**, a planned community using green 
technologies and Energy Star products; the Arena Hub Plaza Brownfield Redevelopment, a mine-
field reclamation project and site of Mohegan Sun Arena; and the Geisinger Critical Care 
Building***, a LEED Silver-Certified addition, which increased medical capacity by 50 percent.  
 
*American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC) Award Winner.  
** Governor’s Award for Environmental Excellence Winner   *** Vista Award Winner  
 
PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE 
Innovation has been a key driver to Borton-Lawson’s growth and success. The firm has developed 
a reputation with many government agencies and municipalities as an innovative design firm who 
thinks outside of the box. Borton-Lawson’s solutions have cut budgets and construction time-
tables, with little impact to the community.     
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Notable projects include: the Lehigh Pohopoco Bridge*, a concrete alternative I-476 design, which 
was constructed $7 million under budget and one year ahead of schedule; the Solomon Creek 
Bridge and Floodway Project*, a first-of-its-kind design to improve flood flow and flood 
protection; the Wyoming Valley Flood Protection System, a $200 million levee raising project; and 
the Wilkes-Barre Streetscape Project, a improvement zone which serves 200,000 residents.  
 
*American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC) Award Winner.  
 
MARCELLUS SHALE 
Since 2008, Borton-Lawson has found a niche in the Marcellus Shale Natural Gas Industry – 
providing turnkey solutions in upstream, midstream, and downstream markets. Offering a wide 
range of resources and a multi-disciplined approach, Borton-Lawson has supported upstream 
exploration and production activities, midstream pipeline and compressor station projects, and 
downstream gas filling stations and end-user development.  
 
Borton-Lawson works to develop standardized procedures and solutions that can be replicated to 
minimize change, improve schedule control, and optimize project budgets. This proprietary service 
was pioneered in the firm’s automation lab, using state-of-the-art 3D CAD modeling technology. 
The technology allows the Borton-Lawson team to customize the design exactly to site 
specifications and client expectations – eliminating the need for field modifications.  
 
The firm’s technical expertise, strategic office locations, and the desire to provide high quality 
service to its clients have resulted in significant growth in the oil and gas market – which now 
accounts for 25% of Borton-Lawson’s business.  
 
Notable projects include*: centralized water distribution systems, pumping facilities, electrical 
distribution and controls; impoundment and water storage design; re-use treatment facility design 
and permitting; well pad and well pad facility design; and midstream piping and facility design.  
 
* Clients Confidential 
 
REFLECTION 
Borton-Lawson is far from its humble beginnings, but the staff has never lost sight of its vision.  
 
“Borton-Lawson stands for Integrity and Quality. It’s these values that grow our firm and our 
reputation, each and every day,” says Frank Joanlanne, President.  
 
Internal and external events will be held throughout the year to commemorate Borton-Lawson’s 
25th anniversary as a “thank you” to those who have made this success a reality. 
 
Reflecting on the ENR ranking, Christopher L. Borton, PE, CEO/founder stated “I am very 
honored to be sharing this news, especially since it is our 25th anniversary and second year ranking 
on ENR’s Top 500 List. Borton-Lawson couldn’t have reached this success without the great effort 
from our employees and their continued dedication to client service.” 
 
 
Borton-Lawson is a full-service architectural and engineering design firm with a team of over 165 experienced 
professionals whose daily mission is “to make our client’s vision a reality.” Since 1988, Borton-Lawson has 
been a leader in the fields of architecture and engineering, with five business units comprised of 
architecture/facilities, land development, transportation, oil and gas and survey. With office locations in 
Bethlehem, Pittsburgh, State College and Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, Borton-Lawson has a professional 
reputation well-known throughout the mid-Atlantic region. The entire Borton-Lawson staff is committed to 
delivering innovative solutions and quality service to every client. For more information about Borton-
Lawson, please visit www.borton-lawson.com.   
 
High Resolution Photos available upon request.  
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