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Remembering an Extraordinary Man
The average person fills many roles in a lifetime, but reflecting on my father’s 
89 years, confirmed what most of us already knew – L. Robert Kimball was a 
most extraordinary man. He truly epitomized what we now recognize as the 
greatest generation. You might have known him professionally as mr. Kimball, 
LRK, the boss, the Chief, bob, mr. K, entrepreneur, leader, engineer and 
surveyor. some were aware of his service to his country as a major, navigator, 
and World War ii decorated veteran. those closest to him also knew him at a 
personal level as brother, athlete, eagle scout, husband, father, grandpa, great 
grandpa, a humble host, artist, gardener, Penn state outstanding alumnus, and 
community supporter.

He had been through a lot in life, some of which we can never fully appreciate. 
He was raised during the depression, fought for his country in World War ii, and 
survived 24 bombing missions over germany in his young 20s. He returned 
home to ebensburg, Pennsylvania, washed dishes to pay for college expenses, 
married mary Louise mcnelis, and started a family. On april 1, 1953, he and 
my mother took a step of faith and determination and their life savings of $800 
to start a business. in the sixty years since, our family grew from 6 to over 60 
including grandchildren and great grandchildren. and the company family grew 
too – from the first 5 to well over 500. L. Robert Kimball, Consulting Engineers 
became L. Robert Kimball & associates, one of the largest privately-owned 
engineering/architecture consulting firms in the United States. Today, you know 
it as L.R. Kimball…part of the Cdi family of companies. 

my father lived his life by some very basic values: discipline, integrity, 
compassion and understanding. He insisted that those around him maintain a 
positive, can-do attitude and, above all else, have fun. He loved his family, his 
company, his community, and life in general. no matter whom you were and no 
matter how small your problem was, L. Robert Kimball was always there when 
you needed him. It’s how he lived his life and how he grew his business.

His legacy lives on through the employees he inspired and the great work 
they designed. He was always proud of what they could accomplish and 
appreciative of the clients that trusted his team to deliver their projects. On 
behalf of our entire family, thank you for supporting his vision and our family.

     R. Jeffrey Kimball Pe
     President emeritus

L. Robert Kimball
M A R C H  6 ,  1 9 2 3  –  J A N U A R Y  11 ,  2 0 1 3
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Community Involvement is Key to Penn Avenue Corridor Phasing Plan Development 
Civic leaders and community groups provided valuable assessments of conditions needing improvement to the L.R. Kimball team 
developing the Penn Avenue Corridor Phasing Plan. The two-mile corridor runs through five neighborhoods from East Liberty to 
Lawrenceville in Pittsburgh’s east end and includes 31 intersections, 14 with traffic signals. Federal transportation improvement plan 
funding and local matching funds contributed by the City of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania are making the project possible. 

L.R. Kimball implemented a strategic public involvement plan of traditional public meetings and meetings targeted specifically to each 
of the neighborhoods impacted by the project to gather public comments on considerations such as safety, lighting, parking, traffic 
flow, and infrastructure condition. After completing the comprehensive corridor phasing plan, L.R. Kimball completed the preliminary 
engineering and final design for the five-block section in the Bloomfield and Garfield neighborhoods selected for Phase 1 improvements. 
Phase 1 construction begins this summer with a scheduled completion in 2014.

Penn Avenue Phase I
 • total roadway and sidewalk reconstruction
 • Curb extensions at the intersections
 • utility relocations
 • stormwater retention tree pits
 • exposed aggregate intersections, 
  crosswalks and sidewalks
 • underground vault construction
 • ada upgrades and improvements
 • New traffic signals and street lighting 

Transportation Portfolio
Diverse Capabilities. Innovative Solutions.

Great Allegheny Passage Project: Final Link Opens
the June, 2013 opening of the nearly one-mile-long sandcastle 
trail segment marked completion of the great allegheny 
Passage. the biking/hiking trail now runs from Point state 
Park in downtown Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania to Cumberland, 
maryland where it connects to the C&O Canal towpath trail 
and continues to Washington, d.C.
the sandcastle trail segment is one of four designed by 
L.R. Kimball since beginning work with the Regional trail 
Corporation (RtC) in 2007. L.R. Kimball worked with the 
sandcastle Water Park, Csx Railroad, somerset County, 
allegheny County, and the RtC to secure the right-of-way, 
locate and facilitate utility relocations, and develop the trail 
details and design.  Other portions of the Passage designed 
by L.R. Kimball staff include the conversion of the Riverton 
Railroad bridge over the monongahela River and the design of 
the McKeesport ramp; the Port Perry flyover and ramp bridges 
and associated trail segments; and the garrett underpass.

transportation@lrkimball.com
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Carrie Furnace: TIGER Grant Funded Infrastructure Project

When L.R. Kimball’s engineers faced challenging elevation 
increases at the Carrie Furnace brownfield redevelopment site 
adjacent to the monongahela River in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
they incorporated a flyover bridge in the design for improved 
access.  L.R. Kimball assisted the Redevelopment authority of 
allegheny County (RaaC) in securing federal transportation 
investment generating economic Recovery (tigeR) grant 
funding for the construction of a new elevated bridge and 
access road connecting the Carrie Furnace redevelopment 

site to the surrounding infrastructure network. RaaC funded 
the design of the project. the tigeR grant agreement 
included an aggressive, 15-month design schedule during 
which L.R. Kimball successfully completed the preliminary 
design, environmental clearance, and final construction 
package for the elevated, 376-foot, dual-span bridge crossing 
three sets of Csx railroad tracks, the 1,700-foot access road, 
intersection improvements, two traffic signals, separated bike 
and pedestrian path, and highway lighting. Construction is to 
be completed in early 2015.

L.R. Kimball has partnered with RaaC since 2006 on a 
brownfield redevelopment project at the former Carrie Furnace 
steel mill site along the monongahela River in Rankin borough.

U.S. 219 Meyersdale to Somerset Construction Set to Begin
The first of three construction contracts will be awarded later this 
summer for a 10-mile section of new limited-access highway 
extending u.s. Route 219 from somerset to meyersdale in 
Somerset County, Pennsylvania. This is the first of two sections 
that will eventually link u.s. 219 with interstate 68 in maryland. 
the L.R. Kimball transportation staff successfully navigated the 
design and environmental approval process to complete the 
final plans for the $140 million grading and drainage contract. 
design work continues on the structures and paving contracts. 
Overall, the design includes two new interchanges, five sets of 
dual mainline bridges, box culverts, existing bridge widening, 
and minor realignment of four local roads. L.R. Kimball’s 
environmental professionals conducted studies to determine 
impacts on natural / cultural resources and threatened and 
endangered species. in addition to minimizing disturbance to 
environmental resources, a mitigation site to offset the impacts was designed within the project limits.

“We’ve been working on final design of the Route 219 project since 2007. Changing environmental regulations and project funding 
were major obstacles to overcome,” said John Vitez, L.R. Kimball’s project manager. “With the July, 2012 federal legislation, Moving 
ahead for Progress in the 21st Century act (maP21), construction funds were reestablished and funneled through the appalachian 
Regional Commission.” The project is expected to be complete and open to traffic by fall, 2017.

transportation@lrkimball.com

blast Furnace

Proposed southern interchange near meyersdale, Pennsylvania
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Transportation Project Wins Award
Sergeant Michael Strank Memorial Bridge

the american Council of engineering Companies of 
Pennsylvania recently presented a diamond award for 
Engineering Excellence – Structural Systems to L.R. Kimball, 
Pennsylvania department of transportation (PenndOt) 
district 9-0 and brayman Construction Corporation 
for the value-engineered design of the t-shaped 
sergeant michael strank memorial bridge. the award 
recognizes projects exhibiting original or innovative 
application of new or existing techniques; future 
value to the engineering profession and perception 
by the public; social, economic, and sustainable 
design considerations; complexity; and exceeding 
client/owner needs. 
Located near Johnstown, Pennsylvania, the project 
was originally bid as the rehabilitation of the strank 
memorial bridge and the replacement of the Locust street 
bridge. the L.R. Kimball team, including contracting partner, 
brayman Construction, submitted a value engineering proposal 

for a single, t-shaped bridge to replace both structures that 
would improve both vehicle and pedestrian access. “this was 
the first project in PennDOT history to consider life cycle and 

user delay costs in evaluating a proposal with a higher upfront 
cost,” explained Ed Jones, L.R. Kimball’s operations 

manager for highways, bridges, environmental and 
traffic services. PennDOT realized substantial future 

maintenance cost savings by constructing a new 
bridge rather than repairing the old structure. 
“the alignment of the new steel girder bridge 
minimized disruption to traffic during construction, 
creating better and safer construction conditions 

and eliminating truck and night detours and much of 
the half-width construction planned with the original 

project,” said Jones. The finished project provides a 
safer traffic pattern and improved maneuverability, sight 

distance, site hydraulics, and ADA accessibility and fits its 
location to a “t”.
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Aviation and Environmental Services
Working Together at Two Pennsylvania Airports

at the Wilkes-barre/scranton international airport, L.R. Kimball 
is finalizing the preliminary design and required environmental 
studies for a $10 million extension of taxiway b to provide 
access to the Runway 22 end of the airport. Located between 
the cities of Wilkes-barre and scranton in northeastern 
Pennsylvania, this commercial service facility has flights on 
four commercial carriers providing service to eight destinations.  

The L.R. Kimball staff developed five possible alternatives 
for the taxiway b extension project. “to comply with the 
requirements of the national environmental Policy act of 1969 
(nePa), we are preparing a full environmental assessment (ea) 
document. We analyze each alternative with the ultimate goal of 
identifying the preferred alternative and receiving a ‘Finding of 
No Significant Impact’ from the Federal Aviation Administration 
(Faa). Our staff addressed several challenging issues on this 
project: fill amounts ranging from 469,000 to 933,000 cubic 
yards, relocation of the existing glide slope antenna and other 
runway approach equipment, a possible long-term shutdown 
of the glide slope antenna during construction, and wetlands 
identified in the work area,” said Rick Holes, L.R. Kimball’s 

aviation services operations manager. “Our target is completion 
of the final design and permitting for the preferred alternative in 
time for a spring, 2014 construction start.” 

another project with unique environmental aspects is the 
design of a $5.5 million improvement to the aircraft approaches 
to Runway 9-27 at the Williamsport Regional airport. this 
commercial service facility is located in montoursville, 
Lycoming County, Pennsylvania in the heart of the marcellus 
Shale region. “The airport’s location in the river valley results in 
fog being a major issue to the usage of the airport,” explained 
Holes. “Our staff is working with the Faa to develop a plan 
to displace the Runway 27 landing threshold and provide for 
lower approach minimums that will allow the airport to function 
better in inclement weather. This is the final stage of a 10-year 
program of improvements designed to improve the facilities and 
the functionality of the airport.”  

the L.R. Kimball staff is completing a full ea to comply with 
nePa for three possible alternatives for the displacement of the 
Runway 27 threshold. spring, 2014 is the targeted start for the 
three-year construction schedule.

L.R. Kimball’s Aviation Services Group is widely known for designing and overseeing construction of all types of aviation development 
projects, but it’s the company’s environmental capabilities that are at the forefront of two large projects for long-time, major airport 
clients.

airports@lrkimball.com

Wilkes-Barre/Scranton International Airport

Williamsport Regional Airport
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New Jersey Projects on the Drawing Board

Middlesex County College Master Plan
the L.R. Kimball team is formulating a blueprint for campus 
maintenance and future growth for the middlesex County 
College Master Plan. The study has identified a number of 
potential locations for building projects that will accommodate 
growth over the next 10 years and beyond. 

Century 21 Headquarters and Retail Center
the new corporate headquarters for Century 21 Construction 
and JmP Holdings occupies the 18,000 gross square foot 
(GSF) second floor of this two-story retail/office building that 
is part of the essex street Commons in Lodi, new Jersey. the 
ground floor of the building, comprised of 13,000 GSF, is retail/
office tenant space. L.R. Kimball is providing architectural and 
interior planning services.

Somerset County Board of Social 
Services Facility
L.R. Kimball is designing a new three-story, 42,545 square-foot 
building in the heart of the county government complex on east 
High street in somerville, new Jersey. the building includes a 
public intake area, classrooms, interview rooms, teacher and 
case manager work areas, child care area, and several county 
administrative offices.

Middlesex County College Academic 
Science Building
L.R. Kimball was commissioned to prepare a concept design 
for the proposed academic science building project for 
middlesex County College. this project was the subject of the 
College’s grant application for funding under the Building Our 
Future bond act as well as other available grant programs. the 
33,800 sF, two-story building, designed to achieve Leadership 
in energy and environmental design (Leed) silver status, 
will provide state-of-the-art biology and chemistry labs and 
support areas to meet the growing need for science courses 
and replace older labs in Main Hall and L’Hommedieu Hall. 

architecture@lrkimball.com
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Security Planning and Implementation
Experts Address Security Concerns
Workplace and school safety has been elevated to a significant 
component of design for all building types, particularly in how 
the public and private building spaces are organized to provide 
the ability to separate employee “safe zones” from public zones 
and minimize unsupervised, unmonitored areas. 
L.R. Kimball has provided design services for K-12 clients for 
over 40 years.  “We designed new elementary, middle, junior 
and senior high school buildings, and expanded and renovated 
many more of these facilities.  much has changed in design 
over the years in this market. We’ve gone from chalkboards to 
“smart boards”; from books to computers to laptops to i-pads; 
from playgrounds to natatoriums to artificial turf practice fields; 
from open doors to security cameras to controlled access 
to recent ideas concerning security vestibules,” says diane 
glarrow, principal architect.    
L.R. Kimball recently consulted with several school districts 
regarding their current school entrance designs.  “With our 
knowledge of K-12 priorities combined with our expertise in 
security design,” explains glarrow, “we are able to provide 
state-of-the-art solutions to the challenges that occur with 
maintaining the atmosphere of creative, supportive learning 
environments while providing protection from unwanted 
intruders.” 

 New PennDOT Maintenance Facility Armstrong County 
 Schematic Design 

 Danville Area Primary School  
 Danville Area School District 
 at right, the security vestibule directly inside the operable outer 
 entry doors. 

architecture@lrkimball.com

 New Holiday Park Elementary School 
 Plum Borough School District 
 inner vestibule doors prohibit free access into the corridor.
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Next Generation 9-1-1: 
Precisely Planned, Expertly Implemented, Securely Maintained
advances in technology have outpaced the capacity of 
legacy emergency services networks to efficiently respond to 
wireless communications. next generation 9-1-1 (ng9-1-1) 
is an open architecture, interoperable network that enables 
e9-1-1 requests for service from any networked communication 
device. L.R. Kimball is a one-stop source for clients planning 
to transition from a legacy environment to a fully functional 
ng9-1-1 environment.
an accurate picture of available resources and operating 
parameters is critical to a successful ng9-1-1 
migration. the internet-protocol (iP) enabled 
network, radio and wireless equipment, 
applications software, and data 
sets - the four main components 
of an NG9-1-1 system – must 
exist in a secure environment. 
L.R. Kimball’s telecommunications 
specialists have the broad-
ranging experience and 
expertise required to create and 
implement a master plan. “Our 
experts look at all aspects of 
the emergency services network 
including staffing levels, call volumes, 
supplier agreements, and supplier 
invoicing. We assess the available data, 
software, procedures, equipment, network 
resources, and security protocols. then we 
formulate a master plan that addresses the organization, 
administrative functions, funding, technical goals, maintenance, 
and even legal aspects of the system,” explains Lori Kleckner, 
L.R. Kimball’s technical leader for networks and cyber security. 
“To implement the plan, we identify the specific steps to 
accomplish the master plan’s goals, steps that may take 
several months, even years, to complete. We enforce client 
requirements to assure stakeholders, service providers, 

and vendors comply with timelines, deliverables and quality 
specifications. L.R. Kimball is ever the client advocate, whether 
we’re issuing status reports or resolving issues,” emphasized 
Kleckner. 
L.R. Kimball’s technical expertise and broad experience 
are critical in issue resolution. For example, L.R. Kimball’s 
in-house legal experts’ research of applicable law may 
determine that legislative language presents obstacles to 

ng9-1-1 implementation. those experts can propose 
modifications to state or local statutes and 

regulations to accommodate use of 
the newest technology and are 

prepared to testify before governing 
bodies to explain the need for 

changes. L.R. Kimball optimizes 
geographic information systems 
functionality by developing 
proper database coordination 
and standardization. the 
emergency services internet 
network (esinet) design is 

developed for flow, locations, 
and points-of-presence to support 

ease of connectivity and to meet 
required performance and security 

parameters.
“We closely monitor client, vendor and 

service provider coordination and perform 
acceptance testing against milestones. L.R. Kimball strives 
to leave the client with a fully functional ng9-1-1 environment 
with clear boundaries of governance, service level agreements, 
and security and maintenance protocols in place,” added 
Kleckner. “L.R. Kimball stands ready with experienced teams 
of professionals to transform client goals into an ng9-1-1 
environment that is precisely planned, expertly implemented, 
and securely maintained.”

NG9-1-1 Success Stories: Some of L.R. Kimball’s NG9-1-1 Clients
• state of California
• state of Florida
• state of idaho
• state of iowa

• state of michigan
• state of new mexico
• state of Oregon
• state of tennessee

communications.technology@lrkimball.com

• state of texas
• state of Washington
• east texas Council of governments (etCOg)
• texas Commission on state emergency Communications (CseC)
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Project News Briefs

the 2,000 customers of the municipal authority of the borough 
of ebensburg, Pennsylvania will enjoy enhanced water quality, 
and authority staff will see improved system efficiency with 
the completion this summer of a project in the final stages 
of construction. L.R. Kimball’s civil engineers designed 
improvements to the water treatment plant and distribution 
system as well as new telemetry and metering systems.

Compressor Station Upgrades

Ebensburg Water System Improvements

teamwork is the hallmark of a project being designed by 
the infrastructure engineers at L.R. Kimball and the oil-gas-
chemical experts at CDI’s Houston office. The project involves 
the upgrade of three compressor stations in the marcellus shale 
Gas Region of Pennsylvania. L.R. Kimball’s staff is providing 
the surveying, mapping, geotechnical investigations, and civil 
site design while Cdi Houston is providing lead engineering 
and design activities for the compressor station building and 
appurtenances. 

Master Plan and Renovations
L.R.Kimball is collaborating with a large chemical company 
on a number of projects at its office and laboratory complex 
located in the state of new York. the master plan project 
study will determine growth requirements through 2015 
and 2020 for the laboratories and support facilities.  Other 
L.R. Kimball projects include development of an innovation 
Center adjacent to the building lobby, improvements to the 
entry and lobby of the building’s main entrance, renovations to 
laboratories to relocate lab equipment, and modification of an 
existing lab for new occupancy.

Bridge Experts Assist 
PennDOT District 4-0

Late in 2011, the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation’s 
district 4-0 awarded L.R. Kimball an open-end contract for 
the review of structural submissions for consultant-designed 
bridges in Lackawanna, Luzerne, susquehanna, and Wyoming 
Counties, four of the six counties comprising the district 
covering the northeast corner of the state. since that time, 
L.R. Kimball bridge experts have completed over 250 review 
assignments for district 4-0 - projects ranging in scope from 
hydraulics, type, size, and location studies, to final plans and 
calculations – all with quick turnaround schedules.

aande@lrkimball.com
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CDI ADDITIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES:
 • Oil and Gas
 - downstream - gas Processing, 
  Refining
 - midstream - Pipeline, tanks, 
  terminals, storage/Loading 
  Facilities, Pump 
  Compressor stations
 - upstream - Onshore Facilities
 - Off-shore topsides
 • Chemicals
   - Chemicals
   - Petrochemicals
   - specialty and agricultural 
    Chemicals
   - Renewable energy
 • Specialized Capabilities
   - Feasibility studies/Front end
    engineering design (Feed)
   - turnaround services
   - Construction management
   - HazOp studies

Client driven  |  engineered value  |  teChnology fueled
Cdi provides clients with engineering and technology services to support their entire offering lifecycle and 
help them build tomorrow’s enterprise. CDI is the engineering partner that systematically delivers measurable 
business value from ideation to realization and sustainment. We offer a full range of core engineering design 
services and business solutions.

 • Aerospace
 - airframes
 - turbo machinery and support
 - embedded systems
 - data acquisition
 - maintenance Repair and 
  Overhaul (mRO) support
 - Rotocraft
 - test Facilities and support
 - tooling
 - Reliability and maintainability
 • Industrial Equipment
   - turbo machinery
   - generators
   - Heavy equipment, engines 
    and transmissions

L.R. KIMBALL SERVICES (CDI-INFRASTRUCTURE)
 • Architecture and Engineering
 - K-12 schools/Higher education
 - Corrections Facilities
 - Commercial/industrial
 - Judicial and social services
 - Water and Wastewater Facilities
 - geotechnical services
 - site Planning/Preparation

 • Transportation
 - Highway/bridge
 - airports/aviation Facilities
 - Construction services
 - geospatial
 - environmental assessments

 • Communications Technology
 - next generation 9-1-1
 - Cyber security
 - PsaP Consolidation
 - PsaP Procedures and Planning
 - Radio, broadband and Wireless 
 - Cad/Rms Planning
 - implementation Oversight

 • Government Services
   - naval architecture, marine 
    engineering and ship design
   - Watercraft in-service 
    engineering and Lifecycle 
    support
   - Logistics support and 
    systems sustainment
   - Program management and 
    acquisition support
   - industrial and alteration 
    installation team (ait) services
   - Light manufacturing
 


